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Abstract

This paper aims to interpret the existence and implications of 'Leak Bali' through the lens of structural philosophy.
By employing a qualitative analytical method, the study examines the cultural, social, and symbolic structures
underpinning the Leak Bali phenomenon. The findings reveal that Leak Bali is deeply embedded in the Balinese
cultural matrix, reflecting broader themes of duality, balance, and the interaction between the seen and unseen
worlds. The analysis highlights how these elements contribute to both the preservation of cultural identity and the
shaping of social norms within the Balinese community.
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INTRODUCTION

The phenomenon of 'Leak Bali' occupies a significant place in Balinese culture, often
portrayed as mystical figures with the ability to transform into various forms, embodying
the intricate interplay between good and evil. These entities are not merely subjects of
folklore but are embedded deeply in the spiritual and cultural fabric of Bali. Understanding
Leak Bali requires a multidimensional approach that considers the symbolic meanings,
cultural practices, and social implications associated with these entities (Wirawan, 2019).
Structural philosophy, with its emphasis on uncovering the underlying structures that shape
human thought and culture, offers a valuable framework for examining Leak Bali. This
philosophical approach enables a deeper understanding of how Leak Bali functions within
the broader Balinese worldview, revealing the interconnectedness of various cultural
elements. By analyzing the structures that underlie the Leak Bali phenomenon, we can gain
insights into the ways in which these mythical figures influence and are influenced by the
cultural and social dynamics of Bali (Widiasa, 2018).

This paper aims to interpret the existence and implications of Leak Bali through the
lens of structural philosophy. By employing a qualitative analytical method, the study delves
into the cultural, social, and symbolic structures underpinning the Leak Bali phenomenon.
The objective is to unravel the complex layers of meaning associated with Leak Bali and to
explore how these meanings contribute to the preservation of cultural identity and the
shaping of social norms within the Balinese community. Through this analysis, the paper
seeks to illuminate the significant role that Leak Bali plays in both individual and collective
consciousness in Bali, highlighting its enduring relevance in contemporary Balinese society.
To achieve this objective, the study is structured as follows. Firstly, it provides a
comprehensive review of existing literature on Leak Bali, encompassing historical accounts,
anthropological studies, and contemporary analyses. This review sets the stage for
understanding the traditional and modern perspectives on Leak Bali, providing a contextual
backdrop against which the structural analysis is conducted (Widiasa, 2018).

Secondly, the paper outlines the theoretical framework of structural philosophy,
explaining its principles and relevance to the study of cultural phenomena. By grounding the
analysis in structural philosophy, the study seeks to uncover the deep-seated patterns and
relationships that define the Leak Bali phenomenon. This framework helps to identify the
recurring themes and symbolic representations that permeate Balinese culture and how they
manifest in the concept of Leak Bali (Widiana, 2020).

The core of the analysis focuses on dissecting the cultural, social, and symbolic
dimensions of Leak Bali. Culturally, Leak Bali is examined in terms of its roots in Balinese
mythology, rituals, and artistic expressions. The study explores how these elements
collectively construct a shared understanding of Leak Bali within the community. Socially,
the paper investigates the role of Leak Bali in shaping social norms, behaviors, and
community interactions. The dualistic nature of Leak Bali, embodying both protective and
malevolent aspects, is analyzed to understand its impact on social cohesion and conflict.

Symbolically, Leak Bali is deconstructed to reveal the underlying messages and values
it conveys. This includes an exploration of the themes of duality, balance, and the interaction
between the seen and unseen worlds. The symbolic analysis sheds light on how Leak Bali
serves as a medium through which cultural values and existential questions are expressed
and contemplated within Balinese society (Sudarma, 2020).



The cultural phenomenon of Leak Bali, a mystical figure rooted in Balinese mythology,
is a significant aspect of the island's rich cultural heritage. Leak, often depicted as witches
with supernatural powers, occupies a central role in Balinese folklore and religious practices.
They are believed to be capable of shape-shifting and performing both benevolent and
malevolent acts. The dualistic nature of Leak, embodying both protective and destructive
forces —reflects the broader Balinese worldview, which emphasizes the balance between
good and evil, light and darkness, and the seen and unseen realms.

Despite its cultural importance, the concept of Leak Bali remains underexplored from
anacademic perspective, particularly through the lens of structural philosophy. Previous
studies have primarily focused on anthropological and historical accounts, often
highlighting the sensational aspects of Leak mythology without delving deeply into the
underlying structures that sustain its significance in Balinese society. This gap in the literature
presents an opportunity to investigate Leak Bali using a structuralist approach, which can
uncover the foundational patterns and relationships that give rise to this complex cultural
symbol.

Structural philosophy, which seeks to identify and analyze the underlying structures
thatshape human thought, behavior, and culture, offers a robust framework for exploring
Leak Bali.By applying structuralist principles, we can gain insights into how the Leak
phenomenon is constructed and maintained within the Balinese cultural matrix. This
approach allows for a morenuanced understanding of how Leak Bali functions not only as a
mythological figure but also as a crucial element in the social and cultural fabric of Bali
(Suryawan, 2018).

Understanding Leak Bali through structural philosophy is particularly relevant in the
context of contemporary Bali, where rapid modernization and globalization pose challenges
to traditional cultural practices and beliefs. The tension between preserving cultural heritage
and adapting to modern influences necessitates a deeper examination of the symbols and
practices that define Balinese identity. Leak Bali, with its rich symbolism and cultural
resonance, serves as an ideal subject for such an investigation (Suryadi, 2020).

Furthermore, the study of Leak Bali can provide valuable insights into broader themes
ofcultural continuity and change. By examining how Leak Bali is perceived and integrated
into contemporary Balinese life, we can better understand the processes through which
cultural symbols evolve and adapt over time. This analysis can also contribute to discussions
on culturalresilience, highlighting the ways in which traditional beliefs and practices can
endure and remain relevant in a rapidly changing world.

In summary, this study seeks to fill a significant gap in the literature by applying
structural philosophy to the analysis of Leak Bali. By uncovering the deep-seated structures
thatunderpin this cultural phenomenon, the research aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of Leak Bali's role in Balinese society, its implications for cultural identity, and
its resilience in the face of modernity. This exploration not only enriches our knowledge of
Balinese culture but also contributes to broader discussions on the preservation and
adaptation of cultural traditions in the contemporary era.

METHOD

To achieve a comprehensive understanding of the existence and implications of Leak Bali
through the lens of structural philosophy, this study employs a qualitative research
methodology. Qualitative methods are particularly well suited for exploring complex



cultural phenomena, allowing for an in-depth analysis of symbolic meanings, social
practices, and cultural narratives. The methodological approach for this study consists of
three main components: literature review, ethnographic fieldwork, and structural analysis.

The first step involves an extensive review of existing literature on Leak Bali,
including historical texts, anthropological studies, and contemporary accounts. This review
provides a foundational understanding of the traditional narratives and scholarly
interpretations of Leak Bali. By synthesizing information from various sources, the study
identifies key themes and patterns that are crucial for the subsequent structural analysis. The
literature review also helps to situate the study within the broader context of Balinese cultural
studies and structural philosophy.

The second component of the methodology involves ethnographic fieldwork
conducted in Bali. This fieldwork includes participant observation, in-depth interviews, and
engagement with local cultural practitioners, such as traditional healers (Balian) and
performers involved in Leak-related rituals and performances. Participant observation
allows the researcher to immerse themselves in the cultural context, observing Leak-related
practices and rituals firsthand. In-depth interviews with cultural practitioners and
community members provide rich qualitative data on their perceptions, beliefs, and
experiences related to Leak Bali. This ethnographic approach ensures that the analysis is
grounded in the lived experiences and cultural practices of the Balinese people.

The qualitative data collected through literature review and ethnographic fieldwork
are analyzed using thematic coding and interpretive methods. Thematic coding involves
categorizing data into themes and patterns that emerge from the fieldwork and literature.
Interpretive methods are then applied to understand the meanings and implications of these
themes within the context of Balinese culture and structural philosophy. The findings are
synthesized to construct a coherent narrative that elucidates the structural dimensions of
Leak Bali and its cultural significance.

In summary, the research methodology for this study integrates literature review,
ethnographic fieldwork, and structural analysis to provide a comprehensive and nuanced
understanding of Leak Bali. By combining these methods, the study ensures a thorough
exploration of the cultural, social, and symbolic aspects of Leak Bali, grounded in both
theoretical and empirical evidence. This methodological approach enables the study to
contribute valuable insights to the fields of cultural studies, anthropology, and structural
philosophy, enriching our understanding of the enduring and evolving nature of Balinese
cultural phenomena.

FINDING AND DISCUSSION

Cultural Embeddedness of Leak Bali

The study reveals that Leak Bali is deeply embedded in the cultural and spiritual fabric of
Balinese society, functioning as a critical element in the preservation and transmission of
cultural values and practices. This embeddedness is evident through several key
observations and findings from the ethnographic fieldwork and literature review. Leak Bali
is intricately woven into the fabric of Balinese religious and ceremonial life. Variousrituals
and ceremonies, such as those performed during temple festivals (odalan) and rites of
passage, often involve elements associated with Leak. These rituals serve to reinforce the
community’s connection to their spiritual beliefs and ancestral traditions. For instance,
practitioners and performers of Leak rituals, often considered intermediaries between the



human and supernatural worlds, play a vital role in maintaining the spiritual balance and
harmony that is central to Balinese cosmology (Pradnyana, 2018).

The narratives surrounding Leak Bali are rich in symbolic meanings and are passed
down through generations, often through oral traditions and performative arts like dance
and theater. These stories not only entertain but also educate the community about moral
values, social norms, and the dichotomy of good versus evil. The recurring themes in these
narratives reflect the Balineseworldview, emphasizing the importance of balance and the
cyclical nature of life and death. Such mythological storytelling serves as a vehicle for
cultural continuity, ensuring that younger generations understand and appreciate their
cultural heritage (Manuaba, 2021).

Leak Bali is prominently featured in various forms of Balinese art, including
paintings, sculptures, and performance arts such as the traditional dance drama,
Calonarang. These artistic expressions serve as a medium for visualizing and interpreting
the complex symbolic meanings associated with Leak. The dramatic performances, in
particular, bring the stories of Leak to life, engaging the community in a shared cultural
experience. These performances are not only artistic displays but are also imbued with
spiritual significance, often believed to invoke the presence of supernatural beings and offer
protection to the community (Mantra, 2021).

The belief in Leak Bali and the associated practices play a crucial role in fostering
social cohesion and a sense of community identity. The communal involvement in Leak-
related activities, whether through participation in rituals, storytelling, or artistic
performances, reinforces a collective cultural consciousness. This shared belief system acts
as a unifying force, bringing individuals together in a common cultural and spiritual
framework. Additionally, the social roles of practitioners, such as healers and spiritual
leaders who engage with Leak-related practices, are pivotal in guiding and supporting the
community through various life stages and challenges (Adnyana, 2018). The transmission
of knowledge about Leak Bali is a key aspect of its cultural embeddedness.This knowledge
is often passed down through families, from elders to younger generations, ensuring that
the practices and beliefs associated with Leak are preserved. Educational initiatives, both
formal and informal, including storytelling sessions, workshops, and cultural festivals,
contribute to the ongoing transmission of this cultural heritage. The involvement of local
institutions, such as cultural centers and schools, also plays a significant role in maintaining
and revitalizing the traditions related to Leak Bali.

The origins of the Leak Bali myth are deeply rooted in Balinese Hinduism and the
island's ancient animistic traditions. The mythological and historical sources that contribute
to the development of the Leak narrative highlight a rich tapestry of religious syncretism,
local beliefs, andcultural evolution (Suryawan, 2018). The primary influence on the Leak
myth comes from Balinese Hinduism, which itself is an amalgamation of Hinduism brought
from India and local animistic beliefs. The Hindu concept of dualism, particularly the
balance between good (dharma) and evil (adharma), plays a significant role in the myth of
Leak. This concept is vividly embodied in the stories of the Leak, who are seen aspowerful
sorcerers that can either protect or harm the community, reflecting the broader Hindu theme
of the cosmic struggle between opposing forces.

Before the introduction of Hinduism, the indigenous Balinese practiced animism,



where natural elements and ancestral spirits were revered and believed to influence daily
life. The belief in spirits, both benevolent and malevolent, laid the groundwork for the
development of the Leak myth. Leak, often considered witches or sorcerers with the ability
to transform into animals and other supernatural beings, are seen as intermediaries between
the human world and the spirit world. This animistic perspective is integral to
understanding the role of Leak in Balinese culture asit emphasizes the interconnectedness
of all living and spiritual entities (Ardika, 2018).

The Leak myth is also shaped by historical events and figures in Balinese history.
One of themost prominent figures associated with Leak is Rangda, a legendary witch queen
often depicted as the leader of the Leak. Rangda's story is believed to be inspired by
historical queens and female leaders who were demonized due to their political power and
resistance against colonial and patriarchal structures. The myth of Rangda, and by extension
Leak, can thus be seen as a reflection of societal tensions and historical narratives that have
been mythologized over time. The dissemination of the Leak myth has been facilitated
through both literary texts and oral traditions. Classical Balinese literature, such as the
"Usana Bali" and the "Calonarang" play, providewritten accounts of Leak practices and their
significance. The "Calonarang" in particular, a traditional dance-drama, dramatizes the
story of a powerful witch and her conflict with a righteouspriest, embodying the eternal
struggle between good and evil. Oral traditions, including folktales and ritual storytelling,
have also played a crucial role in perpetuating the myth of Leak, ensuring itstransmission
across generations. (Putra, 2019)

The myth of Leak is a product of cultural syncretism, where various religious,
historical, andlocal beliefs converge to create a unique cultural narrative. The integration of
Hindu deities, animistic spirits, and historical figures into the Leak myth reflects the dynamic
and adaptive nature of Balinese culture. This syncretism allows for a rich and complex
mythological tradition that resonates with the Balinese people's spiritual and cultural
identity. Leak are often symbolically represented in Balinese art and performance. Masks and
sculptures depicting Leak, especially those used in ritual dances and ceremonies, serve as
tangible representations of the myth. These artistic expressions not only visualize the Leak
myth but also imbue it with spiritual power, making the myth an active and living component
of Balinese religiouspractice. Practitioners of Leak, often referred to as 'balian' or 'dukuns,' are
believed to possess esotericknowledge and magical abilities. These practitioners play a dual
role as both healers and sorcerers,embodying the duality present in the Leak myth. Their
practices, which include incantations, rituals,and the use of sacred objects, are considered to
be passed down through secretive traditions, further mystifying the origins and perpetuation
of the Leak myth.

Symbolic Duality and Balance

The study reveals that Leak Bali embodies a profound symbolic duality, representing
opposing forces such as good and evil, light and darkness, and the seen and unseen realms.
This duality is central to the mythological narratives and cultural practices surrounding
Leak Bali, reflecting broader themes of balance and harmony in Balinese cosmology. Leak
are often depicted as both protectors and malevolent entities, capable of either bringing
blessings or causing harm to individuals and communities. The symbolic duality of Leak



reflects theBalinese belief in the constant struggle between forces of good (dharma) and evil
(adharma). Whilesome Leak may act as guardians or healers, others are feared for their
destructive powers. This duality highlights the complexity of human nature and the eternal
conflict between moral righteousness and temptation (Adnyana, 2018).

The concept of balance (rwa bhineda) is fundamental in Balinese philosophy and is
reflectedin the myth of Leak Bali. Leak are seen as mediators between the visible world
(sekala) and the unseen world (niskala), maintaining the delicate balance between these
realms. They symbolize theinterconnectedness of opposing forces and the necessity of
maintaining equilibrium for spiritual and cosmic harmony. The portrayal of Leak as shape-
shifters further emphasizes their role as agentsof balance and transformation. Leak Bali often
operates in the realms of light and darkness, symbolizing the interplay between
enlightenment and ignorance, knowledge and mystery. While Leak are associated with
darkness and the occult, they also bring hidden truths to light through their abilities to unveil
secrets and expose unseen dangers. This symbolic interplay underscores the complexity of
knowledge andthe necessity of confronting darkness to attain enlightenment. (Putra, 2019)

The myth of Leak Bali blurs the boundaries between the seen and unseen worlds,
highlighting the fluidity of existence. Leak possess the ability to move between human and
supernatural realms, challenging conventional notions of reality. This symbolic fluidity
suggests that the boundaries between good and evil, life and death, are not fixed but
permeable, emphasizing theinterconnectedness of all existence. In ritual performances such
as the Calonarang dance-drama, the symbolic duality of Leak is vividly portrayed. The
performance often depicts the conflict between Rangda, representing chaos and destruction,
and the virtuous forces represented by the Barong, symbolizing protection and order. This
dramatic portrayal dramatizes the eternal struggle between opposing forces and reinforces
the importance of balance and harmony in the cosmic order.

The symbolic duality of Leak Bali also encompasses psychological and existential
themes. Leak are often seen as manifestations of human desires, fears, and vulnerabilities.
They represent the shadow aspects of human psyche and the need to confront and integrate
them for personal growth and spiritual development. This psychological interpretation
adds depth to the symbolic significance of Leak Bali beyond its mythical context. In
conclusion, the symbolic duality and balance embodied by Leak Bali reflect profound
philosophical and existential themes in Balinese culture. The myth of Leak serves as a
reminder of the eternal struggle between opposing forces and the necessity of maintaining
harmony and balancein the cosmos. Understanding this symbolism provides insight into
the Balinese worldview and theintricate relationship between humans, spirits, and the
universe.

Social Norms and Community Cohesion

The study elucidates the significant role of Leak Bali in shaping social norms and fostering
community cohesion within Balinese society. The presence of Leak influences various
aspects of social life, from interpersonal relationships to community rituals, contributing to
the maintenance of cultural identity and social order. Leak Bali serves as a powerful cultural
symbol that reinforces traditional Balinese values and norms. Beliefs surrounding Leak
encourage behaviors aligned with cultural expectations of morality, respect for ancestors,



and adherence to social hierarchies. The fear and respect towards Leak figures reinforce the
importance of upholding these values within the community (Pradnyana,2018).
Participation in Leak-related rituals and ceremonies fosters a sense of community identity
and belonging. These rituals often involve collective actions such as offerings, prayers, and
performances, bringing community members together in shared experiences. The
communal engagement in these rituals strengthens social bonds and solidarity among
individuals, transcending differences and fostering a sense of unity.

The fear of Leak and the consequences of their actions serve as mechanisms for social
control. Belief in the supernatural repercussions of crossing moral boundaries helps to
regulate behavior within the community. Individuals are motivated to adhere to cultural
norms and ethical conduct to avoid potential harm from Leak and maintain social harmony.
Leak-related narratives also provide moral guidance, teaching lessons about the
consequences of greed, selfishness, and unethical behavior. Practitioners of Leak-related
rituals, such as traditional healers (Balian), play a crucial role in supporting the community
during times of need. Balian not only provide spiritual healing but alsoact as mediators
between the human and spirit worlds. Their presence reassures community members and
provides guidance on navigating spiritual and social challenges, enhancing community
resilience and cohesion (Manuaba, 2021).

The belief in Leak Bali is passed down through generations, contributing to the
continuity ofcultural practices and beliefs. Elders play a vital role in transmitting knowledge
about Leak to younger generations through oral traditions, storytelling, and participation
in rituals. This intergenerational transmission reinforces cultural identity and strengthens
family and community ties. Leak Bali serves as a unifying cultural symbol that transcends
social divisions within Balinese society. Regardless of social status or background,
individuals share a common belief system and participation in Leak-related rituals. This
symbolic unity in diversity fosters inclusivity and mutual respect among community
members, contributing to social cohesion. The belief in Leak Bali contributes to the
preservation of Balinese cultural heritage while allowing for adaptation to changing social
contexts. (Wirawan, 2019) While traditional practices evolve, the core values and symbolic
meanings associated with Leak remain relevant. Balinese society demonstrates resilience in
integrating new influences while maintaining essential cultural traditions, ensuring
continuity amidst societal changes. In summary, Leak Bali plays a significant role in shaping
social norms, fostering community cohesion, and preserving cultural identity within
Balinese society. Belief in Leak influences behavior, reinforces cultural values, and
strengthens social bonds, contributing to the maintenanceof social order and harmony in
Balinese communities.

Resilience and Adaptation in Modernity

The study highlights the resilience of Leak Bali as a cultural phenomenon in the face of
modernization and its adaptation to contemporary contexts. Despite the challenges posed
by modernity and globalization, Leak Bali continues to endure and evolve, maintaining its
significancewithin Balinese society. Leak Bali remains culturally relevant in contemporary
Bali, demonstrating its resilience overtime. Despite modern influences, the belief in Leak
and associated rituals persists among Balinese communities. Leak-related practices



continue to be integrated into various aspects of Balinese life, including religious
ceremonies, cultural performances, and daily rituals, showcasing its enduring cultural
significance (Suryawan I. K., 2020). Leak Bali has adapted to changing social and cultural
contexts without losing its core symbolic meanings. Traditional rituals and performances
involving Leak have evolved to accommodate modern sensibilities and tourist interests
while retaining their cultural authenticity. For example, Leak performances are often staged
for tourists, contributing to the preservation of cultural heritage while generating income
for local communities.

Leak Bali has become integrated into Bali's tourism industry, where it serves as a
unique cultural attraction. Tourists are drawn to the mystique and folklore surrounding
Leak, leading to the commercialization of Leak-related products and performances. While
this commercialization may dilute some aspects of the tradition, it also serves to spread
awareness of Balinese culture and folklore to a global audience. Leak Bali has found its place
in modern media and popular culture, further enhancing its visibility and relevance. It is
featured in films, novels, and digital media, perpetuating its presence beyond traditional
contexts. While modern representations may sometimes simplify or sensationalize the
myth, they contribute to keeping the tradition alive and sparking interest amongyounger
generations.

Balinese society demonstrates adaptability in how Leak-related practices are carried
out. While traditional rituals remain important, new forms of expression emerge, such as
contemporary art interpretations or innovative performances that blend traditional and
modern elements. This adaptability ensures that Leak remains dynamic and responsive to
contemporary needs and interests. The persistence of Leak Bali reflects broader patterns of
cultural resilience in Balinese society. Despite external pressures, Balinese culture
demonstrates a capacity to maintain core traditions while selectively adapting to new
circumstances. The belief in Leak serves as a symbol ofthis resilience, reminding Balinese
people of their cultural heritage and identity amidst rapid change (Widiana, 2020).

Efforts in cultural education and revitalization contribute to the sustainability of Leak
Bali inmodern times. Cultural institutions, schools, and community organizations play a
role in teachingabout Leak and promoting its significance. These initiatives ensure that
younger generationscontinue to value and engage with their cultural heritage, ensuring its
continuation into the future. In conclusion, Leak Bali's resilience and adaptation in
modernity underscore its enduring significance within Balinese society. While facing
challenges from modernization and globalization, Leak remains a vital aspect of Balinese
cultural identity, continuously evolving while preserving itscore meanings and values. Its
integration into various aspects of contemporary life reflects the dynamic nature of
Balinese culture and its ability to thrive amidst change.

CONCLUSION

Leak Bali, deeply embedded in Balinese culture, serves as more than just a mythological
figure; it represents a complex interplay of symbolic meanings, social norms, and cultural
practices that shape Balinese identity. The myth of Leak embodies symbolic duality,
reflecting the eternal struggle between good and evil, light and darkness, and the seen and
unseen realms. This duality isnot only a philosophical concept but is intricately woven into



Balinese rituals, performances, and everyday life. Moreover, Leak Bali plays a crucial role
in shaping social norms and fostering community cohesion within Balinese society.
Through rituals, beliefs, and the guidance of practitioners, Leak reinforces cultural values,
provides moral guidance, and strengthens social bonds among community members. Its
presence influences behavior and contributes to the maintenance of social order and
harmony.

Despite the challenges posed by modernization, Leak Bali demonstrates remarkable
resilience and adaptation. It continues to be relevant in contemporary Bali, integrating into
tourism, media, and popular culture while retaining its cultural authenticity. This
adaptability reflects broader patterns of cultural resilience within Balinese society, where
traditions evolve while maintaining their core values and meanings. In conclusion, the
study of Leak Bali offers not only a deeper understanding of Balinese culture but also
insights into the dynamics of cultural continuity and change. As Balinese society navigates
modernity, Leak remains a potent symbol of cultural identity and resilience, reminding both
Balinese people and the world of the enduring richness of Balinese heritage. Understanding
Leak Bali is not just an exploration of a myth; it's a journey into the soul of Bali itself.
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