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Abstract 

Background of the problem: During the colonial period, the struggle for independence in In-
donesia encompassed sacrifices, warfare, and diplomatic efforts. Despite the traditional and lo-
calized nature of early 18th-century women's resistance movements, this study scrutinizes the 
significant influence of individual pioneers on the wider struggle. Purpose: This research aims 
to elucidate the character values and fighting spirit embodied by Cut Nyak Dien, an iconic pio-
neer of women's resistance in Indonesia. Historically, regional fighters in the archipelago pri-
marily resisted 18th-century colonialism to defend religion and state sovereignty. Method: Em-
ploying a historical research methodology with a library study approach, this study reveals that 
Cut Nyak Dien's fierce loyalty, indomitable spirit, and steadfast faith profoundly reflect the in-
herent kindness and courage of her people. Result: Her struggle exemplifies a relentless, un-
yielding resolve against colonial rule, inspiring subsequent generations of Acehnese and other 
Indonesian women to continue the resistance. Implication: The findings underscore Cut Nyak 
Dien's critical role in shaping the trajectory of women's involvement in the Indonesian inde-
pendence movement, establishing a powerful legacy of resilience and leadership against colo-
nial oppression.  
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INTRODUCTION 

For the most part, struggle is an effort or method undertaken to achieve something desired for 
a purpose, namely glory and goodness for oneself and others. During the colonial period, strug-
gle was all efforts undertaken by an individual or group with a sense of sacrifice, warfare, and 
diplomacy to obtain the desired results or achieve independence. (Susanto Tirtoprojo, 1982:7). 
During the colonial era, struggle was still used or was traditional, unstructured, and regional 
in nature. 

The struggle of Indonesian women has become a new aspect of Indonesian independ-
ence. Throughout every era, women have played a crucial role in the nation's struggle against 
colonialism. Women's movements then began to grow in number, driven by awareness of op-
pression and injustice against women's rights. From the late 18th century through the 20th cen-
tury, Indonesians have recorded stories of powerful women fighting injustice. 

Women's movements in the 18th century were still traditional, carried out by only one 
individual, and represented resistance against colonialism. During the Aceh War, for example, 
Cut Nyak Dien chose to fight against the colonialists because she rejected colonial rule in Aceh 
and defended religion and the nation (Peter Carey, Vincent Houben, 2019:32). 

For the Acehnese people, the war against colonial rule was both a holy war against the 
infidels and a war against the aggressive invaders. United in their determination to defend the 
sanctity of Acehnese land, they fought with a burning passion fueled by the hope of martyrdom 
in the jihad against the invaders. One by one, Acehnese heroes suffered injuries and lost their 
lives in battle during the holy war. In the fight to defend independence against such an orga-
nized enemy, many leaders and fighters were forced to surrender to the Dutch. 

In 1891 one of Aceh's heroes, Teuku Cik di Tiro, died in battle, and since then Aceh's 
strength has been dwindling and chaos has arisen to such an extent that the interests and honor 
of Aceh are at stake. In the midst of the time when the fighting spirit of the Acehnese people 
began to decline, from the ruins of the battle on the land of Aceh emerged a person with the 
nickname "Savior Goddess," the most noble Acehnese patriot, one of the most brilliant 
Acehnese heroes, a woman of noble birth: she is the great and noble Cut Nyak Dien. Cut Nyak 
Dien is one of the pioneering figures of the women's struggle in facing the colonialists for in-
dependence (Serving the Republic, 1978, 110-115). 

Cut Nyak Dien, a 23-year-old woman, joined the battlefield against the colonialists. 
The long Aceh War witnessed Cut Nyak Dien develop from a diligent housewife into a brave 
and admirable soldier in defending her religion and homeland. Cut Nyak Dien was born into 
Acehnese nobility, but fate had brought her to a very high level in facing Dutch colonialism. 
From her actions, reflected in the life of Cut Nyak Dien's personality, are the qualities of kind-
ness and courage, unyielding determination, unwavering spirit, and unwavering faith in the 
truth of Islam. Cut Nyak Dien's sacrifice for religion and country, tireless and limitless, even to 
the limit of her life—all of that is in Cut Nyak Dien. 

The popularity of Cut Nyak Dien and the people's perception that she was a hero for 
defending independence, and for the Dutch, Cut Nyak Dien was a threat to the power they had 
just established in the land of Aceh. In 1964 the Indonesian government appointed Cut Nyak 
Dien as a national hero. With her popularity and personal characteristics, Cut Nyak Dien pio-
neered the fighting spirit of the Acehnese people in the battle against colonialism and became 
a role model for female fighters in every region in Indonesia. Therefore, the author took the 
title "The Dynamics of Independent Women's Voices in the Cut Nyak Dien Novel" with the 
aim of seeing what character Cut Nyak Dien had during the struggle with the Acehnese people. 

 
METHOD 
The research method used by the author in writing the article entitled The Dynamics of Inde-
pendent Women's Voices in Cut Nyak Dien's Novel as a Pioneer of Women's Struggle, is a 
library research method, namely collecting data from books, articles, and the internet and 
searching for valid sources. The steps of the research method carried out in this study are heu-
ristics (data collection), source criticism (testing), analysis and interpretation, and historiog-
raphy (historical writing). 
 
Heuristics 
The first step is heuristic or source collection, namely searching and collecting historical data 
and relevant sources through literature studies. The process of searching for data and collecting 
sources or data needed, this activity is focused on the study of document archives, scientific 
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literature, magazines, and the internet regarding the research theme raised. The initial step taken 
is the collection of primary sources or first sources (primary sources) in the form of archives 
related to the Analysis of the Character of Cut Nyak Dien's National Spirit as a Pioneer of Wom-
en's Struggle. The archives used are government documents and biographical documents con-
cerning the life journey of Cut Nyak Dien, namely the book "Cut Nyak Dien (the story of the 
Acehnese war queen), Serving the Republic." The next step is to collect secondary sources by 
searching for books relevant to the research title to complete the topic being studied in various 
libraries, including the University of Jambi library, the Jambi City Regional Library, and the 
Jambi City Public Library. 
 
Source Critique or Verification 
Source criticism involves collecting historical sources or data in the form of important docu-
ments used to support the writing process. There are two stages in assessing and testing exist-
ing sources: the first stage is internal criticism, and the second stage is external criticism. This 
stage is crucial for determining the next steps in the interpretation phase. The next step is se-
lecting historical sources that are relevant to the research study material. 
 
Interpretation 
Interpretation involves interpreting and giving meaning to historical facts and evidence. At this 
stage, the author primarily connects data obtained from literature studies and combines sources 
from the same theme and subthemes. 
 
Historiography 
According to Abdurrahman (2007:76), the final step in the historical method is historiography, 
which describes how to write, apply, and report the results of the research conducted. Histori-
ography, then, is the method of writing and reporting the results of historical research con-
ducted. This is the final technique of historical research: writing events chronologically, logi-
cally, and systematically by explaining the historical facts obtained to produce a scientific nar-
rative. In this study, the author reveals the character of Cut Nyak Dien as a pioneering figure in 
the women's struggle. 
 
FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
Biography of Cut Nyak Dien 
Cut Nyak Dien was born in Lampadang, Aceh Besar, in 1850 and died on November 6, 1908. 
Cut Nyak Dien was the daughter of Teuku Nanta Seutia, a descendant of Datuk Makhudum 
Sati, a Minangkabau immigrant, and also one of the most influential regional leaders in Aceh 
during the reign of Sultan Mahmud Syah. Cut Nyak Dien was born into a respected and noble 
family in Aceh. Even though she came from a noble family, Cut Nak Dien never discriminated 
against the social status of others who wanted to be close to her, and she was open and willing 
to accept anyone who came to her. 

Cut Nyak Dien's teenage years were not very long because at the relatively young age 
of 12, her parents married her to an Acehnese fighter, Ibrahim Lamnga. When Cut Nyak Dien 
was still small, she had a very beautiful face and received an education in the field of religion 
taught by her parents and religious teachers. In the household, she was taught by her parents 
how to live everyday life. 

Cut Nyak Dien married Ibrahim Lamnga and was blessed with a child. During the battle 
against the Dutch in 1874–1880 in the VI Mukim area, Cut Nyak Dien was forced to move res-
idences to protect herself by bringing her baby child. While her husband, Ibrahim Lamnga, 
fought against the Dutch to reclaim the VI Mukim area. When her husband fought in the Gle 
Tarum area, Ibrahim Lamnga was killed. Hearing the news that her husband had died in battle, 
Cut Nyak Dien was devastated and swore to avenge her husband's death against the Dutch 
army. The death of Ibrahim Lamnga made Cut Nyak Dien deeper, and she joined the troops 
under the leadership of Panglima Polim in facing the Dutch. In this troop unit, Cut Nyak Dien 
met Teuku Umar. In 1880, Teuku Umar married Cut Nyak. Before marrying Cut Nyak Dien, 
she put forward a condition to Teuku Umar, namely that he was promised to go down to the 
battlefield against the invaders if he accepted the proposal. In Cut Nyak Dien's marriage to 
Teuku Umar, they were blessed with a child named Cut Gambang. 

 
Cut Nyak Dien's Struggle Against the Dutch 
Struggle is an effort to achieve a desired goal for the sake of glory and goodness for oneself and 



 

the wider community. The struggle against colonialism in the 18th century was still traditional, 
only carried out by one individual, and was a form of resistance against colonialism. 

Cut Nyak Dien's struggle against the Dutch began after her husband, Ibrahim Lamnga, 
was killed in battle. With the death of Ibrahim Lamnga, Cut Nyak Dien joined the troops under 
the leadership of the renowned soldier Panglima Polim, who established a base in the Montasik 
area. It was in this unit that Cut Nyak Dien met Teuku Umar, who then married Cut Nyak Dien 
on the condition that he take or allow Cut Nyak Dien to join the battle against the Dutch. To-
gether with another soldier, Cik di Tiro, they formed an army under one command, after which 
they were able to achieve victory after victory against the Dutch (Mengabdi Republik, 
1978:112). 

In 1891, Teuku Cik di Tiro died, and the struggle was continued by Teuku Umar, ac-
companied by his wife, Cut Nyak Dien. The course of the struggle against the Dutch seemed 
to provide hope in the midst of very difficult circumstances, where Teuku Umar and Cut Nyak 
Dien experienced a lack of weapons supplies, even to the point of running out of food supplies. 
Suddenly, an event occurred that made Cut Nyak Dien devastated because her husband, Teuku 
Umar, surrendered to the Dutch. However, Cut Nyak Dien's worries disappeared after realiz-
ing that Teuku Umar's surrender was only a ploy to obtain weapons and ammunition needed 
by Panglima Polim's troops. After the Dutch East Indies government learned that Teuku Umar 
was a traitor and must be captured by any means and costs, dead or alive (Mengabdi Republik, 
1978:113). 

In difficult and critical circumstances during the war, Cut Nyak Dien remained loyal 
while accompanying Teuku Umar in battle, even though she had to move from one location to 
another that was deemed safe enough to hide. In 1898, Teuku Umar, who saw the increasingly 
dire situation of the pursuit of the Dutch army, chose to evacuate Cut Nyak Dien to a safer 
place, which was not visible to the enemy. Dutch soldiers surrounded Teuku Umar and his 
troops at Meulaboh. Although surrounded by Dutch troops, the spirit of never giving up led 
Teuku Umar and his troops to fight to the last drop of blood, and in the battle, Teuku Umar 
died. 

When her husband died on the battlefield, Cut Nyak Dien never lost her fighting spirit. 
Even though her condition was getting older and her physical condition was getting weaker, 
she still refused to give up. Even when the Dutch troops were about to surround their head-
quarters, she never flinched in the slightest in facing the Dutch. After being abandoned by her 
husband, Cut Nyak Dien went to fight against the Dutch in men's clothing and with a rencong 
in her left hand and a sword in her right. With the spirit possessed by Cut Nyak Dien and the 
Acehnese fighters who wanted to continue the struggle of their fallen comrades in facing the 
Dutch. News quickly spread throughout Aceh that the widow of the late Teuku Umar was 
leading the battle against the Dutch. With this news, the fighting spirit of the Acehnese people 
was even more blazing. However, the Dutch also increased their activities to capture Cut Nyak 
Dien and her troops. Cut Nyak Dien at that time continued to move around while constantly 
providing encouragement and enthusiasm to her fellow countrymen and peers to continue 
fighting to expel the invaders or infidels from the land of Aceh. 

In the following period of resistance, village heads were brought down, mountains were 
climbed, and rivers and swamps were crossed by Cut Nyak Dien in her sickly state. Although 
the Sultan of Aceh had surrendered to the Dutch in 1903 and the Aceh War could be said to 
have officially ended, Cut Nyak Dien refused to give up. She continued to fight guerrilla 
warfare; one by one her troops were lost, either due to starvation or because of surrender. It 
was not felt that six years had passed since Cut Nyak Dien had been fighting a guerrilla war 
against the Dutch army. She fought from her hiding place, from Umar's grave, deep in the 
jungle located in the areas of the Woyla River and the Meulaboh River. 

He had made every effort to organize a large-scale war throughout Aceh. He sacrificed 
all his valuables, all the gold and heirloom diamonds he still had, to fill the war treasury and 
to organize the fighting ranks (Szekely Lulofs, 2017:281). However, the spirit of fighting for the 
sake of Allah had apparently begun to fade among the Acehnese people. This was because 
General van Heutsz did not give the Acehnese fighters a chance to rest and was accompanied 
by the actions of the Dutch army, which continued to burn, destroy, and exterminate the 
Acehnese people. 

As a result of these actions, many Acehnese fighters were killed and surrendered to the 
Dutch. Finally, Cut Nyak Dien was arrested by the Dutch government on November 6, 1905, 
at her hiding place in a remote forest. After being captured, Cut Nyak Dien was exiled to the 
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Sumedang area, West Java (Szekely Lulofs, 2017:282). With Cut Nyak Dien's exile to Sumedang 
in 1905, the fighting spirit that Cut Nyak Dien inheritfor from her to the Acehnese people never 
faded. Until 1913, small wars still occurred in the Aceh region, but most of Aceh's territory was 
completely controlled by the Dutch. 

 
Characteristics of Cut Nyak Dien 
Simple 
The life of Cut Nyak Dien, Even though she came from a noble family and was well-respected 
among the Acehnese, Cut Nyak Dien never discriminated against others in terms of social status; 
she was very open to anyone who wanted to be close to her. Like other Acehnese women, Cut 
Nyak Dien also experienced this; she was taught by her parents how to live everyday life. 

In Cut Nyak Dien's book "The Story of the Queen of the Aceh War," it is explained that 
when resisting the Dutch army, Cut Nyak Dien and her troops did everything they could to 
prevent starvation. However, Cut Nyak Dien and her troops experienced financial constraints, 
which led to many of the troops starving. With a humble attitude, Cut Nyak Dien sold valuables, 
both gold and heirloom diamonds, to fill the treasury and buy food so that her troops would not 
starve (Szekely Lulofs, 2017:281). 

 
Spirit and Courage 
Cut Nyak Dien's spirit and courage blossomed from a diligent housewife into an admirable 
warrior defending her religion and country. For the Acehnese, the war was both a holy war 
against infidels and a war against aggressive colonialists. Cut Nyak Dien's spirit always burned 
brightly in battle, making it difficult for the Dutch army to conquer Aceh. 

Even though she was only a woman and a housewife, Cut Nyak Dien's courage in battle 
could not be denied. When her husband died on the battlefield, Cut Nyak Dien never lost her 
fighting spirit. Even though shewas getting old and her physical condition was getting weaker, 
she still refused to give up. Even when the Dutch troops were about to surround their 
headquarters, she was not afraid to face them. Bravely, Cut Nyak Dien advanced dressed as a 
man and, with a rencong in her left hand and a sword in her right hand, led the Acehnese 
fighting troops to fight against the Dutch army (Mengabdi Republik, 1978:113). 

 
Insightful 
In addition to receiving religious education from her parents and teachers, Cut Nyak Dien also 
lived in a fierce struggle environment, the atmosphere of thTeuku Nanta Seutia, Cut Nyak 
Dien's father, taught heranta Seutia, how to fight against the invaders. Resistance against the 
invaders was based on the Acehnese people's belief in defending their religion and nation, as 
well as their hatred of the invaders, whom they considered infidels (Mengabdi Republik, 
1978:113). By this time, Cut Nyak Dien was already directly involved in the war against the 
Dutch colonialists. She gradually learned combat tactics, such as guerrilla warfare. While exiled 
to Sumedang, she continued to study religion and became a religious scholar (Szekely Lulofs, 
2017:290). 

 
Faithfulness 
In Cut Nyak Dien's book "The Story of the Queen of the Aceh War," it describes the life of Cut 
Nyak Dien as a housewife and a fighter. In difficult and critical circumstances, Cut Nyak Dien 
remained loyal beside her husband, Teuku Umar, and the Acehnese fighting forces, even though 
they had to flee to a place that was considered safe to hide from the pursuit of the Dutch army. 
Cut Nyak Dien continued to provide encouragement to her husband and the Acehnese fighters 
in the form of moral support to rekindle the spirit of Teuku Umar and his troops in fighting the 
invaders (Szekely Lulofs, 2017:115). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Figure 1: Factors Contributing to Cut Nyak Dien's Legacy 

 
 

 
CONCLUSION 
Cut Nyak Dien was born into Acehnese nobility, but destiny had brought her to such a high 
level that she was unmatched in this special field. Her actions during battle reflected her true 
embodiment of the qualities of kindness and courage, unyielding determination, unwavering 
spirit, and unwavering faith—all of which wereher character personality. Cut Nyak Dien's 
popularity and the people's perception of her as a hero foindependence posed a threat to the 
Dutch, who viewed her as a challengesed a threat to their newly established power in Aceh. In 
1964, the Sukarno government declared Cut Nyak Dien a national hero. 
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